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President’s report 


I t's been quite a full and even dramatic month behind the 
scenes. 

Just prior to the GFNC excursion to Mud Islands, we had 
learnt that the present owners of the old Moolap Saltworks 
had made a referral to the Federal Environment 
Department in relation to a proposed urban development 
at the site. As many members will be aware, this was 
flagged a few months ago in news reports and at that time 
included concept plans of a large-scale residential and 
industrial development site, including canal systems and 
extensive infill of the system of modified wetlands that 
have developed at the saltworks over more than a 
century. While there was some thought that such a vast 
and damaging proposal would not actually be put forward, 
that is in fact what has been proposed. The proposal is 
accompanied by a vague and largely speculative offset 
reserve proposal at Avalon. 

Fortunately, given these things were in the wind, a 
working group had been established some time earlier to 
discuss the issue and prospective responses to it. 
Correspondence to the proponent was drafted and sent. 
Once the full nature of the proposal was known, a quite 
impressive organisational machinery was mobilised. This 
included organising relevant environmental information 
(especially shorebird data) on Moolap, preparing and 


...Bruce Lindsay 

drafting an extensive submission on the issue, liaising with 
like-minded organisations, raising the matter in the media 
and beginning the process of putting our views to local 
politicians and decision makers. 

In ten days we had our submissions in and begun to raise 
our concerns publicly about the impacts of this 
development proposal. We have argued that the proposal 
will have clearly unacceptable impacts, especially on 
shorebirds and on the Ramsar site. It is also an 
unnecessary development, given the amount of urban 
development occurring around the region. We are 
commencing discussion around alternative, ecological 
visions for these important wetlands. 

While the official public comment period has closed, I urge 
members and other interested individuals and 
organisations to make their concerns known to Federal 
and State MPs and councillors. Write to the Federal 
Environment Minister, Tony Burke, also. We will be 
updating the website with information about Moolap as it 
progresses. 

for 70^ 3. 


Tonight... 

... Is the final meeting for 2012 and it’s Members’ Night. Lorraine Phelan will show some images taken in National Parks of 
western USA and Peter and Rosemary Turner will talk about their trips to central and northern Australia. 

At the February meeting... 

... TBA 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate etc.) can be 
emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to Barry Lingham 
(5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated onto the site frequently. 

GFNC Web page: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfnc/ 
e-mail address: qfnc@vicnet.net.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at general 
meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to 
chat to other members and visitors. 


The photo on the front cover, by Barry Lingham, is of Australasian 
Gannets with chicks. See full story p. 9 

The photo on the back cover, by Craig Morley, is of Polly’s ‘thank you’ 
cake. See p. 8. 












This month 


...Joe Hubbard 


T his month is all over the place— 
a bit like my mind of late. I got a 
bit distracted with a butterfly—one 
we had trouble putting a name to. 
Maybe I'll get back to that later. 

So it's all over the place via my 
diary—or should I be more 
upmarket and call it a journal? 

At any rate, here we go. 

Forest Glen, Queensland 31/07/12 

We had been here for several days 
before we discovered we had 
company upstairs, well, in the tree 
overhanging the cabin. One 
afternoon, for no good reason, I 
looked up and discovered this 
interesting-looking growth on a 
branch but there was something 
about it... Could it be? Got the 
binoculars—steady, don't get too 
excited, eye to eye with a Marbled 
Frogmouth! Wow! 

Next day, even better. Two perched 
as one. And it got even better. Val 
found another one close by. And 
you know they were close enough 
to poke with the proverbial stick. 
Plenty of people must have seen us 
looking with binoculars and not any 
interest was shown! We're a funny 
lot aren't we!! 

Tewantin, Queensland 12/08/12 

We stood under the sheoak 
debating what that unusual 'thing' 
was among the clumps of mistletoe. 
It was only after prolonged binocular 
use that we decided it was animal— 
although Val had doubts. A photo, 
with a lot of cropping, showed it to 
be animal, possibly a Ringtail with 
unusual (to us) rich coppery-brown 
colouring. I reckon we must have 
been the only ones, among 
hundreds of passersby, who 
stopped to wonder what! 

Kamarooka 01/11/12 

Wildflowers, nesting honeyeaters 
and Stumpy-tailed Lizards. We were 
down this track in the mallee scrub 
and just about walked on this 
character. Both parties got a 



Frogmouths, Forest Glen Queensland 

Photo: Joe Flubbard 



surprise as you can see! 

Point Roadknight, Anglesea 
14/11/12 

Been there lately or at all? Long 
time since we've been there. Not 
extensive but wave and wind action 
have created a mini Gaudi 
installation. Nesting area for 
Hooded Plovers—one seen. Don't 
like their chances. (The Age, 
21/11/12—Mornington Peninsula 
NP. Eight nests destroyed by 
possibly a dog.) 

Anglesea, 14/11/12 
And now, more about that butterfly. 
We found several sunning, 
whatever, on a bush track. Val got a 
reasonable photo of one, wings 
open, and enough to identify it—a 
reasonable assumption I thought. 

No such luck. Field guide, website, 
local list—all revealed species we 
hadn't heard of. But in time we 
whittled the field down to a 
subfamily of skippers and there we 
got bogged down. You know, some 
of them are so alike they should 
have numbers like a football team. 
And their colours don't help either— 
there's a sameness, a uniform 
drabness of brown and orange and 
shades thereof, overlaid with 
blotches, blobs, dots and 
combinations of these. 

Finally we made what is known as 
an educated guess and decided on 
Montane Ochre! What do you think? 


Stumpy-tailed Lizard, Kamarooka. 

Photo: Joe Flubbard 



And what did we learn? Check— 
distribution map, behaviour, when 
flying (calendar), habitat, food 
plants, local list. Commonsense 
really. Really? 


Now it's time to wind down and time 
to thank the people who get the 
Naturalist out to us. To everyone, 
best wishes, keep well, think 
globally, act locally, and keep the 
butterflies flying. 

Cheers! 


Montane Ochre? Photo: Val Flubbard 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Wooloomanata 

25 October 2012 


...Rob Ganly 



Black Falcon , Woolloomanata Photo: David Tytherleigh 


A n excellent roll-up of nineteen 

personnel, including one visitor (to be 
extended to twenty one when two late- 
arrivals were subsequently spotted in the 
bush), met at the Sandy Creek Road, 
Western Plantation car park. The weather 
at this stage was warm with bright 
sunshine, but with the Weather Bureau 
forecasting a change in the offing, things 
would deteriorate later in the morning. 

Some members had been out-and-about 
here early and had already noted many 
species; birds seen and/or heard included 
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoos & Pallid 
Cuckoos; Yellow, Buff-rumped and Brown 
Thornbills; Yellow-faced, Brown-headed 
and White-naped Honeyeaters; a calling 
Scarlet Robin and the ubiquitous-for-the- 
location, Weebill. 

We then moved by car convoy, into the 
Wooloomanata property proper and after 
meeting John, the owner and his two 
grandsons we thanked John for his 
hospitality and slowly wended our way by 
foot south down Hovells Creek. The area is 
noted for Rainbow Bee-eaters and we were 
not disappointed, with a pair soon seen, 


Koala, Sandy Creek Road. Photo: Rob Ganly 



Stubble Quail 

1 

Hovells Ck. Heard. 

Australian Shelduck 

4 

Hovells Ck. 2 pairs on dam. 

Chestnut Teal 

3 

Hovells Ck. On dam. 

Common Bronzewing 

2 

Hovells Ck. Flushed along creek. 

White-necked Heron 

1 

Hovells Ck. In vicinity of dam. 

White-faced Heron 

4 

Hovells Ck. Several. 

Australian White Ibis 

P 

Hovells Ck. Small flocks overhead. 

Straw-necked Ibis 

P 

Hovells Ck. Small flocks overhead. Higher numbers than 
White Ibis. 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 

1 

Hovells Ck. Loafing at far end of dam. 

Whistling Kite 

6e 

Hovells Ck. Several sailing about overhead in strong W 
wind. 

Swamp Harrier 

1 

Hovells Ck. Harrier white rump seen at a distance over 
crop. 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

1 

Hovells Ck. Overhead. 


1 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. Overhead. 

Little Eagle 

2 

Hovells Ck. Over plantation, 1 harassing Whistling Kite. 

Brown Falcon 

1 

Hovells Ck. Briefly drifting away over trees in strong W 
wind. 

Australian Hobby 

1 

Hovells Ck. 

Black Falcon 

1 

Hovells Ck. Purposefully gliding into strong W wind and 
then looped around, downwind for a second run into the 
wind. 

Masked Lapwing 

2 

Hovells Ck. 1 in lee of dead boxthorn in paddock and also 
heard. 

Galah 

P 

Hovells Ck. Low numbers. 

Corella sp. 

P 

Hovells Ck. Singles and small flocks. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

P 

Hovells Ck. Singles and small flocks. 


P 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. Singles and small 
flocks. 

Musk Lorikeet 

P 

Hovells Ck. Small flocks flying about. 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet 

P 

Hovells Ck. Low numbers seen and heard. 


P 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. 

Eastern Rosella 

4+ 

Hovells Ck. Several along creek. 

Red-rumped Parrot 

4+ 

Hovells Ck. Several pairs along creek. 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 

P 

Hovells Ck. Several heard. 


P 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. Heard. 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

P 

Hovells Ck. Several heard. 

Pallid Cuckoo 

1 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. Heard. 

Laughing Kookaburra 

2 

Hovells Ck. 

Sacred Kingfisher 

2+ 

Hovells Ck. At least 1 pair along creek. 

Rainbow Bee-eater 

10 

e 

Hovells Ck. Several pairs along creek. 

Brown Treecreeper 

4+ 

Hovells Ck. Several seen and heard along creek. 
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Hovells Creek, Woolloomanata 

Photo: Lorraine Phelan 

and followed by more as the morning 
progressed. Brown Treecreepers, a great 
view of a Sacred Kingfisher, a male and 
female White-winged Triller were highlights 
as was the total of seven different raptors, 
and Craig’s observation of White-browed 
Woodswallows with at least one Masked 
came out of the blue. The usually-present 
Diamond Firetails had not been seen and 
unfortunately the wind sprang up as per 
predictions, and the weather looked 
exceedingly nasty. Listening for and 
sighting birds became impossible and with 
the possibility of tree-limbs falling the 
excursion was curtailed and we headed 
back to the cars for morning-tea, where for 
me, the highlight of the day happened as 
we were packing up—a Black Falcon 
appeared and flew/glided from east to 
west, circled way behind the trees to the 
north and did a repeat performance. What 
an awesome bird! 

Once again, Craig is to be heartily thanked 
for again engineering an opportunity to visit 
this property. A bird list of 66 species was 
compiled for the two areas. 



The group watch and wait for the White-winged 
Trillers to return to a tree. Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Superb Fairy-wren 

P 

Hovells Ck. Heard and seen. 


10 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. At least 2 parties 


e 

along creek. 


P 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. Several heard. 

Yellow Thornbill 

P 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. Heard. 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

2+ 

Hovells Ck. At least 1 pair along edge of plantation. 


P 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. Heard. 

Striated Pardalote 

P 

Hovells Ck. Several heard and seen esp. along creek. 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

P 

Hovells Ck. Several heard. 


P 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. Heard. 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

P 

Hovells Ck. Many heard and seen along creek. 

Red Wattlebird 

2e 

Hovells Ck. Low number seen. 

New Holland Honeyeater 

1 

Hovells Ck. In shrubs near SE cnr of dam. 

Brown-headed Honeyeater 

P 

Hovells Ck. Several heard and seen. 


6e 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. At least 1 active 
noisy flock. 

White-naped Honeyeater 

P 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

2 

Hovells Ck. Seen in flight along edge of plantation. 


P 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. 

White-winged Triller 

3e 

Hovells Ck. At least 1 pair along ck. Pair chasing with M 
calling. 

Crested Shrike-tit 

2 

Hovells Ck. 1 seen and second heard in vicinity. 

Rufous Whistler 

10 

Hovells Ck. Frequently heard. 


p 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. At least 1 calling. 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

p 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. At least 1 calling. 

Masked Woodswallow 

i 

Hovells Ck. At least 1 M in flock of 40 White-browed 
Woodswallows flying W into strong WSW wind. 

White-browed Woodswallow 

40 

Hovells Ck. Flock flying W into strong WSW wind with at 


e 

least 1 Masked Woodswallow. 

Australian Magpie 

P 

Hovells Ck. 


P 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. 

Pied Currawong 

1 

Hovells Ck. Heard in plantation. 

Grey Fantail 

P 

Hovells Ck. 


P 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. 

Willie Wagtail 

P 

Hovells Ck. 

Little Raven 

P 

Hovells Ck. 


P 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. 

White-winged Chough 

P 

Hovells Ck. Heard in plantation. 

Jacky Winter 

3e 

Hovells Ck. At least 3 seen and heard. 

Scarlet Robin 

1 

Western Plantation. Sandy Ck Rd. Heard. 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

1 

Hovells Ck. Piping call heard along creek. 

Silvereye 

2e 

Hovells Ck. Heard. 

Welcome Swallow 

10 

p 

Hovells Ck. Mainly over dam. 

Tree Martin 

1 

Hovells Ck. OH at SE cnr of dam. 

Common Starling 

30 

Hovells Ck. Flock of 30e on pasture and several Is and 


e 

2s. 

Red-browed Finch 

10 

Hovells Ck. Heard and seen in several places along 


e 

creek. 

House Sparrow 

6 

Hovells Ck. Single and small flock along creek. 

66 spp. plus corella sp from Wooloomanata and Western Plantation along Sandy Ck Rd. 

List compiled by Craig Morley. 


grese4i*u)$/ 
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Butterfly report 


... Valda Dedman 


T here has been some sort of a Caper White migration event. 

Marilyn and Dean certainly experienced one and John 
Newman may have seen hundreds returning from a futile attempt 
to go even further south. We have seen them at Pt Addis. Some 
years migrations to Victoria have been spectacular. On 
30 November 1910 they were moving steadily in a south westerly 
direction across the Melbourne Cricket Ground during a match 
between Victoria and South Australia. 

Common Browns don’t migrate but are highly mobile. Their flight 
season covers many months. Males appear before the larger 


females, that generally mate only once, early in the season and 
then aestivate before laying their eggs. In the cooler part of the 
day males often bask with wings open to about 135°. The 
basking with lowered wings is interesting and would allow the 
butterfly to warm up more quickly. 

Forest Browns are smaller than Common Browns and as their 
name suggests, like forested areas and the southern Otways are 
one of their favourite spots. Males often establish territories 
6 metres high in the trees, but females may be seen flying very 
close to the ground above leaf litter. 



Common Brown, Geelong Botanic Gardens Photo: David Tytherleigh Forest brown, Otway Ranges Photo: Trevor Pescott 


White-banded Grass-dart 

30/10/12 

Indented Head, 1 on flowers of flatweed in retarding basin reserve. 

TP 

Greenish Grass-dart 

13/11/12 

Highton. 1 in back yard. 

JN 


20/11/12 

North Valley Road Highton. 1 resting on forget-me-not-flower, 1045. 

VWD 

Orchard Swallowtail 

27/10/12 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 1 male fluttering around till landing on ground and spreading 
wings. Sunny. Photographed. 

DT 

Imperial Jezebel 

31/10/12 

West side of You Yangs. 1 came in from the west over Wooloomanata. 

TP 


19/11/12 

Victoria Tee, Belmont, 1 attracted to flowering Black Wattle. 

TP 


24/11/12 

Yaugher, several seen. 

TP 

Spotted Jezebel 

18/11/12 

You Yangs, eastern paddock area. 2. Mistletoe is in good nick. 

JN 

Caper White 

24/10/12 

Victoria Tee, Belmont. 1 in garden. 

TP 


04/11/12 

Lerderderg River, 2 km East of Bacchus Marsh. 40 flew in a stream in groups of 1-3, during 15 
min walk of 1.5 km, starting at 1000 

MH, DH 


04/11/12 

Bacchus Marsh, Grey Street. 1 flew through garden. 

MH, DH 


16/11/12 

Pt Henry. 1 flying, didn't settle. 

DT 


16/11/12 

Beside Barwon river, golfcourse. 1, didn't settle. 

DT 

Caper White? 

12/11/12 

Great Ocean Rd, west of Anglesea. 100s over 5 km moving across road in uphill direction. 

JN 

Cabbage White 

18/11/12 

You Yangs, eastern paddock area. Many. 

JN 

Varied Swordgrass Brown 

23/11/12 

Yaugher, 1, first for spring. 

TP 


24/11/12 

Yaugher, several along Cemetery Rd. 

TP 

Forest Brown 

11/11/12 

Along Kaanglang Rd and Benwerrin-Mt Sabine Rd, Otway Ranges, several seen. 

TP 

Common Brown 

31/10/12 

You Yangs, western paddock plantations, 1 male. 

TP 


12/11/12 

Ocean Grove, Woodlands Drive. Many in gardens. 

TF 


13/11/12 

Highton. Males in back yard. 

JN 


16/11/12 

Geelong Botanic Gardens. Male and female among the lower vegetation. Some lying flat and 
dropping wings below their bodies. 

DT 


17/11/12 

You Yangs. Numerous males on hillsides, particularly at Stockyards. 

TF, GMc 


18/11/12 

You Yangs, eastern paddock area. 10 males, 1 female. 

JN 


24/11/12 

North Valley Road, Highton, 1 male in garden, 1010, later both males and females. Sunny 

VWD 


25/11/12 

North Valley Road, Highton, 1 female disturbed from her resting place among plants, 0725. 

VWD 

Australian Painted Lady 

31/10/12 

Victoria Tee, Belmont, 1, photographed. 

TP 


16/11/12 

Barwon River near Breakwater. 1, photographed. 

DT 

Yellow Admiral 

16/11/12 

Geelong Botanic Gardens. 1, photographed. 

DT 


25/11/12 

Belmont, beside the Barwon River near the new Breakwater Bridge, feeding on white-flowering 
Callistemon. 

DT 

Common Grass-blue 

11/11/12 

Jerringot, 1, photographed. 

DT 


12/11/12 

Lome. Common on nature strips. 

JN 


Observers: DH, Dean Hewish; DT, David Tytherleigh; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; JN, John Newman; MH, Marilyn Hewish; TF, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor 
Pescott; VWD, Valda Dedman _ 
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Mammal report 

Mammal Atlas additions 


...Trevor Pescott 


Short-beaked Echidna 


03/10/12 

Fresh digging in sand-dunes between 40W car-park and Thirteenth Beach car-park. 

TP 


1 

20/10/12 

Eclipse Road, Brisbane Ranges; crossed the road. 

WCo, OCo, 
KCk, CCo 


1 

25/10/12 

Slate Quarry Road 8 km from Meredith, in grass near the road. 

WCo 



28/10/12 

Fresh diggings in the ground, Caspers-Yaugher area, unburnt area. 

TP 


1 

07/11/12 

Along the edge of Great Circle Drive, You Yangs. 

SQu 


1 

08/11/12 

Slate Quarry Road east of Meredith, in grass near the road. 

WCo 

Koala 


14/10/12 

Whinray Road, Meredith, heard grunting. 

WCo 



26/10/12 

Whinray Road, Meredith, heard grunting. 

WCo 



06/11/12 

Batesford, heard calling from in the Dog Rocks Sanctuary. 

SQu 

Common Brushtail Possum 


14/09/12 

Slate Quarry Road 8 km east of Meredith, standing on the road 0915. 

WCo 



03/10/12 

Road-killed, Anglesea Road just south of Reservoir Road. 

TP 


1 

15/10/12 

Whinray Road, Meredith, sitting on its hindquarters on roof of shed. 

WCo 



01/11/12 

Whinray Road, Meredith. ‘1 noticed that nothing has eaten the young leaves of our oak tree 
or the climbing rose on the archway to the garden. Have they (the possums) disappeared 
or are they dining elsewhere?’ 

WCo 



13/11/12 

Breamlea: they are very common here—some people feed them. 

SHo 


1 

25/11/12 

Road-killed on Cape Otway Road in Moriac. 

TP 

Common Ringtail Possum 

1 

02/11/12 

Whinray Road, Meredith, dead at the base of a pine tree. 

WCo 


2 

13/11/12 

Breamlea, curled up inside a compost bin. They are not as common here as the brushtail. 
Note: although they were taken to a vet for a health check, both later died. It is thought they 
may have been poisoned by eating rhubarb leaves. 

SHo 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

1 

25/10/12 

Road-killed, Ring Road just north of the Ballarat Road turnoff. 

LC, LPh 


2 

27/10/12 

In a paddock off Whites Road near the Anglesea Road, Waurn Ponds. 

JN 


1 

28/10/12 

Road-killed, Princes Freeway at Little River. 

SQu 


25 

30/10/12 

Moving through the Western Sugar Gum plantation, You Yangs. 

SQu 


4 

07/11/12 

Beside Turntable Drive, You Yangs. 

SQu 


1 

15/11/12 

Road-killed, Ballarat Road just east of Meredith. 

TP 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby 

1 

27/10/12 

Road-killed, beneath the Ring Road bridge at Waurn Ponds 

JN 


1 

07/11/12 

Near Branding Yard, and Geoglyph, You Yangs. 

SQu 

Grey-headed Flying-fox 

1 

29/11/12 

Electrocuted on power-line near Moreton Bay fig-trees, Mt Pleasant Road, Belmont. 

TP 

Large Forest Bat 

1 

17/11/12 

A small male found at Yaugher. 

TP 

Red Fox 

1 

12/11/12 

Eastern Park near the flying-fox roost east of the Botanic Gardens. 

SQu 

Fallow Deer 

1 

17/09/12 

Ran across Eclipse road near Cook Track, Brisbane Ranges. 

CCo 


Observers: CCo, Colin Cook; JN, John Newman; KCk, Kristen Cook; LC, Lynne Clarke; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; OCo, Owen Cook; SHo, Susan Howells; 
SQu, Stuart Quick; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook. 


Reptile and amphibian (Herpetology) report 

...Trevor Pescott 


A lthough a relatively small number of reptile sightings have 
been reported, there are two notable records. 

Striped Legless Lizards are rare, and there are relatively few 
records of them. Like other grassland species, they are not often 
found by active trapping, but the use of old roofing tiles, left on 
the ground and occasionally lifted to see what is living under 
them, is one effective method. Although this is not one of the 
GFNC survey sites, we do have a number of tiling areas with 
more planned when our trapping permit is renewed. 


Stumpy-tail Lizards are not native to the Geelong region, but 
they are popular ‘pets’ and like some other pets, when the owner 
gets tired of looking after them, they are ‘given their freedom’- 
they are dumped! 

On a fauna list for the Western Treatment Plant they are listed as 
‘locally extinct?’ and ‘introduced’, while in the book Melbourne’s 
Wildlife they are noted to be uncommon in the Melbourne and 
probably introduced. 


Striped Legless Lizard 

1 

25/10/12 

Under a tile at the Old Trotting Track Flora Reserve, Cressy. 

HSc, LBr 

Spencer’s Skink 

c8 

11/11/12 

On a dead tree trunk, Kaanglang Road, 10 km from Forrest. 

TP 

Garden Skink 

1 

28/10/12 

Under tile, unburnt area in the Caspers/Yaugher study area. 

TP 

Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 

1 

22/10/12 

In the garden, Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road, Meredith. 'It marched along the brick path 
rustling dry grass and wisteria flowers. 1 deterred the cats from investigating, although 
experience tells me the lizard can look after itself.' 

WCo 


1 

24/10/12 

In a paddock with dense native grass, Whinray Road, Meredith. 

WCo 


1 

25/11/12 

Roadkilled, Cape Otway Road 200 m south of Wurdale Road, in farmland. 

TP 

Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 

1 

11/11/12 

Beside the Barwon River, below the weir, Buckley Falls Park. 

DTy 

Stumpy-tail Lizard 

1 

07/11/12 

Under a Serrated Tussock near the Turntable Carpark, You Yangs. A small individual. It 
was accidentally killed when the tussock was being removed. 

SQu 


Observers: DTy, David Tytherleigh; HSc, Helen Schofield; LBr, Lance Brequet; SQu, Stuart Quick; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook. 
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Fauna trapping 

A revised permit has been delivered to the Wildlife and Small Institutions Animal Ethics Committee for presentation to their meeting 
on 12 December. If we get approval I hope to begin our three-year program of fauna surveys in January. If you would like to be 
advised of the result please let me know and I will give you the verdict as soon as I have it. 

All being well, I would like to begin our surveys on the Bellarine Peninsula or at the Dog Rocks Sanctuary in January to take full 
advantage of the warmer weather of summer. 

Further information will be in the February issue of Geelong Naturalist. 

One hundred years ago 

...Trevor Pescott 


A s part of writing the history of the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Club, I have been researching the first Club that began in 
1880 and eventually ceased operations in the early 1930s. 
Geelong Heritage Centre staff have been very helpful in finding 
contemporary newspaper reports and other historical data, and 
enquired quite casually if I was aware of a Minute Book from the 
early 1900s that is in storage at the facility at Ballarat. 

I wasn’t, for I was under the impression none of the Club’s 
records—apart from The Geelong Naturalists— had survived. 

The book covers only a relatively small time, from 27 June 1910 
to 20 April 1914, but it opens a window which, when set against 
The Geelong Naturalist and newspaper articles for the same 
years, brings the Club and its members to life. 

There are many items of interest, but three that I found 
fascinating are as follows. 

Electric light. 

Minutes of the meeting held on 15 January 1912, as hand¬ 
written: 

The question of installing the electric light in the meeting room of 
the Club was then discussed and it was unanimously agreed that 
for the best interests of the Clubs microscopic and projecting 
lanterns that the light should be installed. The cost of same the 
Hon Sec reported would be about four pounds. On the motion of 
Mr H. A. Purnell and T. McDonald it was unanimously decided to 
have the electric light installed and that the Hon Secretary wait 
upon Mr. G. G. (name unclear) instructing him to carry out same. 
(To help defray the costs, donations of one pound five shillings 
were made.) 

But the story didn’t end there. The Club held its fortnightly 
meetings in the ‘class room’ of the Mechanics Institute and at the 
meeting on 17 June 1912: The question of the use of the Electric 
light installed in the class room being used for general purposes 
by the Mechanics Institute Committee - It was unanimously 
resolved that the Hon Secretary write to the Committee of the 


institute advising them to pay half the cost of installation when 
the light would be placed in their charge. 

Since almost half of the initial cost was covered by donations, 
installing electric light in their meeting room was a small financial 
burden to the Club but no doubt it enhanced their meetings 
enormously. 

Conservation. 

The Club was also interested in conservation. Minutes from the 
meeting on 14 November 1910: 

Mr M. J. Allan moved seconded by Mr W. H. Renton that a letter 
be forwarded to the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
congratulating them upon the motion carried, at their recent 
Conference, in the discontinuance of wearing birds’ plumage as 
part of their dress with the view of assisting to protect bird life 
and their ruthless destruction. Carried. 

Women as members 

It has long been assumed that women were not allowed to be 
members of the Club. Indeed when Chas Daley wrote the 
‘History of the Geelong Field Naturalists’ Club’ in The Victorian 
Naturalist Vol. 61, No. 11, March 1945 he made the comment: 
‘One cannot but think that if the Club in earlier years had opened 
its membership to women, its existence would not have so 
unfortunately terminated. ’ 

But the Minute Book has inside its front cover the Rules of the 
Club which include the category of membership. Nowhere does it 
suggest, much less state, that women are denied membership. 

At most of the meetings, new members were welcomed by 
name—after first being nominated, seconded and elected. A 
quick glance through the pages at least one woman was elected 
as a member. 

Chas Daley’s comment is odd since he was a member from 1907 
until he moved to Sale around 1914, and was Editor of The 
Geelong Naturalist from 1912 to 1914. 


Wedge-tailed Eagles and Magpies 


W edge-tails mainly feed on rabbits, young marsupials, and 
dead or dying lambs. They also feed on carrion, and are 
especially fond of placentas of calves. We have not had many 
wedge-tails in our end of the valley this year, because we have 
not had many calves being born. 

Sometimes, wedge-tails will take other birds, such as galahs. A 
couple of years ago I saw one take down an ibis, and feast on it. 


...John James 

In late October at Barwon Downs we saw a pair of wedge-tails 
feeding on the ground, in our paddock. Their meal was 
interrupted by a group of magpies who objected to their 
presence. Whilst we were watching, I saw one eagle fly off with 
something in its talons. Fortunately, Trish Stephens, who was 
with me managed to get a pretty good photo, and the ‘something’ 
proved to be a magpie. The wonders of photography! 
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Geelong’s gumtrees—Silver gums 


...Trevor Pescott 


T he Buxton Gum Eucalyptus crenulata is a rare tree 

indigenous to only a small part of south-central Victoria. It 
is estimated that about 600 trees make up the natural 
population, this distributed over several different locations. 

Concern was felt for the long-term survival of the plant given 
its scattered distribution, and the damage done by grazing 
rabbits and wallabies, and the strangling impact of Dodder. 
The fact that in 2005 there seemed little or no natural 
regeneration was an alarming feature. 


at first glance, for the leaves are very different being heart- 
shaped and up to seven centimetres long. 

One unusual feature of the leaves is that they have slightly 
toothed, or crenulate, margins. The leaves are opposite, and 
sessile (without stems) and from the base of each pair of 
leaves there is a cluster of from seven to 11 buds on a 
relatively long peduncle or stem. The buds are heavily 
covered with the silvery dust. 


So when the disastrous 
Black Saturday 
bushfires of 2009 
roared through the 
reserves where the 
trees grow, its fate 
seemed sealed. 



But gumtrees are well- 
known for their 
recovery from 
bushfires, and in the 
case of the Buxton 
Gum the fire appeared 
to be just what it 
needed to give it a life- 
giving boost. The trees 
sprouted from 
lignotubers and seeds Buxton Gum 
and now seem to be in 
their best condition for years. 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


There is another ‘silver 
gum’, the Mealy 
Stringy bark E. cinerea 
that is rather like the 
Buxton Gum. It too has 
the dusty appearance to 
the foliage, but it is a 
more robust tree, taller, 
straighter and with 
distinctly stringy bark. 

Unlike crenulata, its 
buds are in 3s. It is a 
native of Eastern 
Australia, and it too has 
been widely planted in 
parks; there are several 
fine examples near the 
entrance to the riverside 
car-park off Gairlock 
Grove in Newtown. 


Despite its natural rarity, the Buxton Gum is far from 
endangered as a species, for it has been planted extensively 
in gardens, parks and along roadsides where it has 
established populations from seeding. In nurseries you may 
find it listed as the Silver Gum, a descriptive name given to it 
because of its foliage colouring. 

One extensive population of the Buxton Gum is along the 
Ballarat Road just west of Meredith, with many seedlings and 
juvenile plants growing with the older planted specimens. This 
raises an interesting question—was this area subjected to a 
grass-fire at some time in the past that helped the germination 
of the seeds dropped from the older trees? 

Eucalyptus crenulata is not a large tree, growing to about 
eight metres. In its natural environment it grows on swampy 
flats beneath taller Swamp Gums E. ovata and here, 
according to Leon Costermans (2009), it ‘is weak and scarcely 
tree-like’. But elsewhere, it is more robust although it remains 
a rounded rather than erect plant. 

The tree gets its alternative common name because the 
leaves—particularly the new growth—are dark green but 
coated with a silver-grey ‘dust’ giving the tree its silvery 
appearance. In shape, size and colour, the Buxton Gum can 
at first glance be mistaken for a Cootamundra Wattle. But just 


Reference: 

Costermans, Leon (2009) Native Trees and Shrubs of South¬ 
eastern Australia, New Holland Publishers. 


‘From Huntsman to Huntsman’ 
the life and work of David Frank King, 
a true naturalist 

We have started on the proposed tribute to Dave, to 
include most of the articles he published in the Geelong 
Naturalist, and biographical notes emphasising his many 
contributions to the GFNC activities. The provisional title 
was chosen because his first and last articles were about 
the Huntsman spider. 

Members who enjoyed times with Dave on excursions and 
other activities are invited to write about any special 
memories. We will draw on these contributions in 
preparing the biographical section. 

Further details on the ‘GFK Project’ are available on 
request. 

Valda Dedman, Lorraine Phelan, Peter Turner 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Bannockburn Bush 

22 November 2012 


...Rosemary Turner 


Birds ... and a celebration. 

We had a splendid morning: fine weather, fine company (22 of 
us, including a visitor), fine birds—and a special morning tea. 

Our leader Kay Campbell took us along the gravel road 
separating the reserve from farmland. 

Our first real find was the active group 
of White-winged Choughs. Strangely, 
we heard few calls from these busy 
birds. Purple-crowned Lorikeets and 
Red-rumped Parrots, and both Spotted 
and Striated Pardalotes were seen 
along this road. Noisy Miners were in 
the paddocks to our left. White-winged 
Trillers were here, and throughout the 
reserve this morning. 

A little fire dam adjoins the road along 
here, and we stopped at what seems a 
most unprepossessing spot- 
conspicuous from the road, muddy 
water, and steep bare banks. Kay remarked this is a reliable site, 
and in they came, in little fluttery groups. We had Red-browed 
Finches, Yellow-rumped Thornbills, White-plumed Honeyeaters, 
Superb Fairy-wrens and others coming to drink and bathe. A 
walk along the path into the Bush Reserve here yielded Little 
Eagle, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Common Bronzewing, and a pair of 
Sacred Kingfishers. Dusky Woodswallows were overhead, and 
Craig and others were able to identify several high flying Varied 
Sittellas. A Jacky Winter was conspicuous in the bush here and 
its mate, overflowing a tiny pale nest, kept quiet. At least two 
Black-chinned Honeyeaters were heard and briefly glimpsed. 

We then drove a short distance out of the Bush to a dam. If you 
could describe a perfect dam this was it: a wide expanse of water 
with some little headlands and islets, fringing green reeds, 
massive River Red Gums and Yellow Gums, with many different 
water birds and quiet feeding sheep watching from the banks. 
Just some of the highlights here were a family of Australasian 


Grebes with at least one of the three young ones occasionally 
riding on the back of one of the parents, at least two male 
Hardheads and at least one Black-fronted Dotterel. 

We drove back into the reserve for 
morning tea, where cake and 
lamingtons and songs were enjoyed in 
gratitude to Polly Cutcliffe for her work 
over 10 years in convening the Mid¬ 
week Bird Excursions. The chocolate 
sponge cake was covered with a large 
(edible) photograph of two Tawny 
Frogmouths fledglings, and was 
inscribed with ‘Well done Polly Thank 
You!’ in yellow lettering!! (All queries to 
Craig please!). 

We finished with a bird count, and got to 
58—could we get to 60? Some pushed 
off into the bush to try to identify an 
Accipiter which was heard earlier. Alas no luck—was it a 
goshawk or a sparrowhawk?—but we were rewarded with an 
echidna ambling along to sniff visitor Ben Neoh (on his first Bird 
Group outing) and then ‘hiding’ next to a tree trunk. Finally a 
female Mistletoebird and a Painted 
Button-quail brought our total to 60 and a Jacky Lizard 
(.Amphibolurus muricatus), back by the parked cars, was a 
bonus. 

Some members were fortunate enough to see two White-bellied 
Cuckoo-shrikes, in adjacent woodland to the south-east of the 
reserve as we were dispersing from a beaut morning of birding, 
with a final total of 65 species. 

Thanks go to Kay for guiding us, Craig for the morning tea 
surprise, Wendy for the accompanying bird list and mostly 
importantly to Polly for her kindness and careful organisation 
over countless outings. 



Echidna, Bannockburn Bush Photo: Ben Neoh 



Polly Cutcliffe, Craig Morley and Ian McConchie preparing to cut the cake. 

Photo: Gordon McCarthy 


Polly cuts the cake. Photo: Rosemary Turner 
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Bird List for Bannockburn Mid-week Bird Group excursion 22nd November 2012—Compiled by Wendy Busch. 

Australian Wood Duck 

Galah 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Grey Fantail 

Grey Teal 

Long-billed Corella 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

Willie Wagtail 

Pacific Black Duck 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Noisy Miner 

Little Raven 

Hardhead 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet 

Red Wattlebird 

Restless Flycatcher 

Australasian Grebe 

Eastern Rosella 

New Holland Honeyeater 

Magpie-lark 

Common Bronzewing 

Red-rumped Parrot 

Black-chinned Honeyeater 

White-winged Chough 

Little Pied Cormorant 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 

Brown-headed Honeyeater 

Jacky Winter 

White-necked Heron 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

White-naped Honeyeater 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

White-faced Heron 

Pallid Cuckoo 

Varied Sittella 

Welcome Swallow 

Straw-necked Ibis 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Common Blackbird 

Whistling Kite 

Laughing Kookaburra 

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike 

Common Myna 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Sacred Kingfisher 

White-winged Triller 

Mistletoebird 

Little Eagle 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Crested Shrike-tit 

Red-browed Finch 

Brown Falcon 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Rufous Whistler 

House Sparrow 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

Grey Shrike-thrush 


Masked Lapwing 

Spotted Pardalote 

Dusky Woodswallow 


Painted Button-quail 

Striated Pardalote 

Australian Magpie 



GFNC excursion—Mud Island 
18 November 2012 


I n the 1970s, Members of the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Club camped on Mud Island annually. The purpose of 
those trips was to gain information on White-faced Storm- 
Petrels. Chicks were taken from their burrows, measured 
and weighed and banded prior to return to the burrows. We 
were fortunate to have several of the GFNC members who 
were part of the original banding program with us on our trip 
to Mud Island in November. 

After being fitted with lifejackets at Queenscliff, our skipper 
(Mike from South Bay Eco Tours) took us out into Port 
Phillip Bay. The twin 250 HP motors had the 21 participants 
in the boat moving at nearly 40 knots. The itinerary for the 
day was changed after we received information that crested 
terns had recently established a breeding colony at South 
Channel Fort, so our first stop for the day was at this historic 
facility. The terns had been nesting at Mud Island for many 
years prior to this. Preparing to depart. 

As we approached the jetty on South Channel Fort, we 
could see many hundreds of Crested Terns perched on the 
south western sandy section of the man-made island. A 
smaller colony was on the southern part. Although many 
hundreds of Silver Gulls were also present, with many nest 
and runners, they were not as numerous as noted on the 
GFNC excursion held in August 2011. Several Black-faced 
Cormorants were perched on the jetty, giving good views. 

After mooring, we carefully explored the island. The tunnel 
complex was useful as a shelter from a heavy shower of 
rain. As a licensed tour operator, Mike was able to open the 
locked section of tunnels that ran under the island. We took 
the opportunity to explore these interesting reminders of the 
time when South Channel Fort was home to servicemen 
supervising the shipping in the lower end of the Bay, poised 
to explode mines placed to ward off enemy ships. Counting 
the Crested Terns gave an estimate of between 400 and 
500 birds. Several nests were noted to contain eggs with 
parent birds sitting on them. 

As we departed towards Mud Island, a jaeger was spotted. 

It was a bulky bird and was possibly a Pomarine Jaeger. 


...Barry Lingham 


Photo: Barry Lingham 


Black-faced Cormorant 


Photo: Barry Lingham 
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Shortly after, a jaeger was noted harassing a Silver Gull. This 
bird had proportionally long and narrow wings and was identified 
as an Arctic Jaeger. 

After tying up to the special mooring buoy designed to protect the 
seagrass beds offshore from the island, we had the luxury of a 
short wade ashore in knee-deep water instead of the shuffle via 
a dingy that was required during past excursions to Mud Island. 
Peter Menkhorst (DSE) and Lachie Jackson (Parks Vic) had 
provided us with clear instructions regarding methods of 
surveying the birds of the island without disturbing breeding 
colonies. Basically, we were to stick to the shoreline as much as 
possible, except where any beach nesting species may be 
present. 

The following is an excerpt from A Survey of Colonially-breeding 
Birds on Mud Islands, Port Phillip, Victoria, with an annotated list 
of all terrestrial vertebrates by Peter Menkhorst in 2010: 

Before the late 1950s only one species of colonially-breeding 
bird was known to breed on Mud Islands, the White-faced 
Storm-Petrel, although anecdotal reports suggest breeding 
by Australian Pelicans and cormorant species in earlier 
times. Silver Gulls were found breeding in small numbers in 
1959 and Crested Terns in 1966. During the 1980s small 
breeding colonies of Australian Pelican and Pied Cormorant 
became established, and in the 1990s Australian White Ibis 
and, surprisingly in a marine environment, Straw-necked Ibis 
formed breeding colonies. These have been followed in 
recent years by small colonies of Royal Spoonbill and Little 
Egret. 

Meanwhile, the Silver Gull colony had grown exponentially to 
an unknown and perhaps unknowable size, probably several 
tens of thousands of nests at any one time between July and 
December each year. Similarly, the ibis and pelican colonies 
have grown steadily over the last 15 years. 


as Boatswains Island and the other section is East Island. When 
GFNC members visited the island in the 1970s, the airstrip 
section on eastern Island contained herb field vegetation that 
was kept eaten down by rabbits. This area was preferred by 
nesting White-faced Storm-Petrels. When rabbits were 
eradicated in the 1980s, the area was overgrown by Coastal 
Saltbush Atriplex cinerea and Coast Hollyhock Lavatera plebia 
var. tomentose. It was this section of the island that contained 
large breeding colonies of birds noted during our visit. 

From the shoreline, with some peering through scopes from atop 
the sandy rise at the edge of the beach, large colonies of birds 
were noted. Pelican breeding colonies on East Island tended to 
favour the saltbush section closest to the lagoon, with an almost 
continuous colony extending from near our landing area right to 
the northern end of the island where the colony was close to the 
edge of the beach. A creche of immature Pelicans was noted on 
a sand bar north of the island, with several youngsters noted 
moving from the colony to the creche. Australian White Ibis 
nested all over the airstrip zone, right to the edge of the beach. 
Straw-necked Ibis were scattered all over the airstrip area, but 
mainly concentrated on the north east and northern section of 
East Island. At East Point, dead young birds were evidence of a 
recent breeding colony of Pied Cormorants. No cormorants were 
noted nesting during our survey. 


Mud Islands now support the largest Victorian breeding 
colonies of White-faced Storm-Petrel, Australian Pelican, 
Straw-necked Ibis and Silver Gull, and significant breeding 
colonies of Pied Cormorant, Royal Spoonbill, Australian 
White Ibis, Caspian Tern and Crested Tern. Numbers of 
nests of both ibis species were estimated by the analysis of 
aerial photographs, revealing that the Straw-necked Ibis 


Photo: Alison Watson 
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Perhaps the highlight of the day was the colony of Caspian Terns 
found nesting on a sandbar about 100 metres offshore to the 
south west of Boatswain Island. This precarious nest site had 
about 15 cute half-grown youngsters and 45 adult birds, a very 
significant colony. 

Near the southern outlet, a pair of Pied Oystercatchers had two 
eggs in a nest on the beach. Our survey was completed, but the 
excursion also included a stop off at Chinaman’s Hat to see the 
male Australian Fur Seals that frequent the structure and stops 
to view breeding Australian Gannets on an old Channel Marker. 
Our final stop at Pope’s Eye allowed everyone an opportunity for 
close up views of breeding Australian Gannets. 

We felt privileged to have had the opportunity to have seen some 
of the spectacular natural wonders of Port Phillip Bay. 


Brown Quail 

4+ 

Mud Islands. At least 4 calling from thick vegetation on E side of East island. 

Black Swan 

350e 

Mud Islands. 180e off NW shore, lOOe in lagoon, 60e of NE shore. Also 2 ads and 4 V 2 grown juvs off E 
shore. 

Australian Shelduck 

2 

Mud Islands. Pair flew in from E. 

Little Penguin 

1 

Mud Islands. Freshly beachcast on S shore of Boatswain Island. 


4 

S Channel Fort. 2 nests, 1 under nest box and the other in a burrow, each with ad and at least 1 downy 
nestling. 

Australasian Gannet 

2 

Mud Islands. Flew along E shore of East Island. 


250e 

Pope's Eye. Platform covered with nests and sitting birds. Nestlings visible in nests at edge, 1st for season. 

Little Pied Cormorant 

5e 

Mud Islands. Very few. 


6e 

S Channel Fort. A few loafing on jetty amongst Black-faced Cormorants and Pied Cormorants. 

Great Cormorant 

33 

Mud Islands. Flock flew overhead to SE across islands. 


1 

S Channel Fort. Flew over. 

Pied Cormorant 

20 

Mud Islands. No evidence of breeding. 

Black-faced Cormorant 

20e 

Pope's Eye. On bluestone annulus with Gannets and a few Silver Gulls. 


20e 

S Channel Fort. Loafing on jetty, incl. 1 imm. 

Australian Pelican 

lOOOe 

Mud Islands. 600 in colony, incl. runners in creche, mainly towards N end of East Island. Many flying 
overhead. At least 200 offshore incl. lOOe juvs/runners in creche on sandbar to NW of Boatswain Island. 

White-faced Heron 

20 

Mud Islands. Mostly in feeding group spread along W shore of Boatswain Island. 

Little Egret 

1 

Mud Islands. In lagoon. 

Australian White Ibis 

2000e 

Mud Islands. Breeding activity behind Straw-necked with many nests with eggs and nestlings. 

Straw-necked Ibis 

10 000s 

Mud Islands. In several colonies incl. 1000s of runners. 

Royal Spoonbill 

50e 

Mud Islands. In 2 small colonies to N of East Island. Apparently nesting with some birds with nuptial plumes 
flowing in the breeze, standing on vegetation. 

Whistling Kite 

1 

Mud Islands. Overhead. 


1 

S Channel Fort. Overhead. 

Swamp Harrier 

3 

Mud Islands. At least 3 over islands. 

Little Eagle 

1 

Mud Islands. Bird with ginger underparts and square tail harassing pair of Pied Oystercatcher seen by 2 
observers. 1st record for this location. 

Australian Pied Oystercatcher 

10 

Mud Islands. Incl. pair with 2 runners at S end of Boatswain Island. 

Pacific Golden Plover 

2 

Mud Islands. In flock of 37 shorebirds offshore S end of Boatswain Island. 

Grey Plover 

15 

Mud Islands. In flock of 37 shorebirds offshore S end of Boatswain Island. 

Red-capped Plover 

8 

Mud Islands. 2 small groups. 

Great Knot 

2 

Mud Islands. In flock of 37 shorebirds offshore S end of Boatswain Island. 

Red Knot 

18 

Mud Islands. In flock of 37 shorebirds offshore S end of Boatswain Island. 

Red-necked Stint 

170e 

Mud Islands, in 2 flocks of 30 and 140 in lagoon. 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

120e 

Mud Islands. In 2 flocks of 40 and 80 in lagoon. 

Arctic Jaeger 

1 

B/w S Channel Fort and Mud Islands. With proportionately long and narrow wings. 

Jaeger sp. 

1 

S Channel Fort. A jaeger with a bulkier body and broader wings than an Arctic Jaeger flying to SE 
overhead. Possible Pomarine Jaeger. 

Caspian Tern 

60e 

Mud Islands. Breeding colony on sandbar offshore of Boatswain Island. Up to 45 ads and at least 15 
runners incl. at least 1 clutch of 2 adults, constantly coming and going, feeding chicks with fish almost as 
long as the height of the chicks. 

Crested Tern 

400e 

S Channel Fort. In 2 colonies, many with scrapes at least some with 1 or 2 eggs. 

Silver Gull 

50e 

Mud Islands. Surprisingly few birds. Some at edge of Caspain Tern colony on sandbar to S of Boatswain 
Island. 


lOOOe 

S Channel Fort. Many nests with eggs and some with chicks and low number of runners. Also some adults 
around the edges of the Crested Tern colonies. 

Silver Gull 

lOe 

Pope's Eye. 

Striated Fieldwren 

1 

Mud Islands. Seen by 2 observers. Only 2nd record for location. 

Little Grassbird 

P 

Mud Islands. Several heard. Mainly on East Island. 

Welcome Swallow 

P 

Mud Island. Small numbers. 


lOe 

S Channel Fort. Flying about. 

House Sparrow 

2+ 

Mud Islands. Low number present, mainly on East Island. 
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Drama in the back yard 


F or weeks I have been enjoying watching the honeyeaters 
seek nectar from the grevillea plants scattered about my 
garden. One is directly outside my kitchen window, so they are 
very near. 

When I first returned from Africa there were always sprightly little 
New Holland Honeyeaters sipping and calling, and finding 
insects there too. Then the much larger Red Wattlebirds chased 
them out, securing this rich food source for their offspring that 
were growing in their rough nest in the melaleuca by the road. 
The New Hollands retreated to the backyard. Of late a pair has 
been taking pieces of dry grass into the blue-flowered Derwentia 
that has grown so lush and large that it covers the path. Maybe I 
would be able to watch them bring up their young, but it seemed 
too low down to me. 

Late yesterday afternoon, Saturday 10th November, I was 
walking up from the compost heap, bird calls all around me, 
when I was startled to see a New Holland Honeyeater lying on 
the ground beside the Derwentia, obviously dead. There were no 
apparent signs of trauma except for a small tuft of disturbed 
feathers on its breast. Had the Red Wattlebird got to it at last or 
had it died of other natural causes? After a moment's 
contemplation, I decided to find my trowel to give it a decent 
burial. As I moved away, another New Holland flew down beside 


...Lynne Clarke 

the dead bird, squeaked, fussed, poked, fluttered about it. 

Instead of the trowel, I fetched my camera. I stood quietly a little 
distance away, and soon the New Holland returned. In between 
swooping and flitting between the flowering shrubs, leaping for 
insects, sipping nectar and shrilly calling, it came back and back 
to the still, small body lying on the rough grass. Then the Red 
Wattlebird came swooping fiercely down onto the still form. The 
New Holland Honeyeater flew in quickly too, beak open, twisting 
and turning, calling, attempting to chase the larger bird away. I 
could not restrain myself from calling too. They both retreated to 
the big eucalypt above us. In the quiet that followed it was the 
New Holland that reclaimed the space. 

When I had taken enough pictures I returned to the house, 
leaving the birds to their grief, or triumph. At dusk I went outside 
again, to water the fruit trees. The little body was gone! The Red- 
Wattlebird certainly would not have disposed of it. Perhaps it 
had been the big black raven that lurks in the trees next door, or 
maybe a stray cat. In either case they were carrying out their 
task of keeping the environment clean. The air was full of the 
sounds of birds, amongst which were more than one New 
Holland Honeyeater calling. Was it just the evening chorus, were 
they combining in their grief, shouting in triumph, or re-arranging 
their relationships so that a bereft bird would find a new mate? 
Perhaps all of these. 


Out and about: Ants have attitude 


H ave you ever looked an 
ant in the face? Probably 
not. But I’m sure Dave King 
did, at least through the 
microscope. In preparation for 
a book the Club intends to 
publish about Dave and his 
writings, I have been looking 
at his ant portraits. Dave’s 
ants definitely have attitude, 
each seems to have its own 
personality. An ant head may 
be round, or square, 
triangular, oval or heart- 
shaped; eyes may be huge or tiny; jaws may be long with many 
teeth or almost toothless; antennae are elbowed and have from 
four to thirteen segments. Dave’s drawings are scientifically 
accurate and to scale, but when I look at one of his ants with its 
head turned towards me, I am captivated. 

Ants are social animals that live in colonies, in nests ruled by a 
queen, or sometimes several. Ants have a definite caste 
structure. Most are sterile females, the workers that usually have 
specialist jobs. They may be soldiers that defend the nest from 
intruders, in which case they will probably have large heads, or 
they may be nursemaids that tend the brood (eggs, larvae and 
pupae), or nest builders, or foragers that leave the nest in search 
of food for the whole colony. In some cases only the oldest 
leave the nest, sometimes tasks are rotated. 

The queen controls the tasks that the workers perform; however 


... Valda Dedman 

her main function in life is to produce eggs so that the colony can 
increase and operate efficiently. She uses sperm from just one 
mating event. She may live for 20 years, an enormous time for 
an insect, and during that time may produce many millions of 
eggs. These hatch into larvae, which are fed by the workers until 
they pupate and metamorphose into adults. Workers may live for 
a few weeks or years or come to grief outside the nest and must 
be replaced. Males may have smaller heads than the other ants 
in the colony; the queen will usually be larger. When there is 
more than one queen, they may live in harmony in different parts 
of the nest, or they may fight until one is victorious. Some 
colonies can continue indefinitely if they are prepared to accept a 
new queen when the old one dies. 

At certain times some of the larvae, which are generally larger 
than the rest, will develop into males, and new queens. These 
males and virgin queens wait in the nest for environmental 
triggers that will cause the simultaneous exit of males and virgin 
queens of the same species from all nests in the area. 

Sometimes this can cover hundreds of kilometres. 

Although they belong to the Order Hymenoptera, only the new 
queens and males have wings, which they need for the nuptial 
flight. Ant wings are membranous and the lower pair is shorter 
and smaller than the upper pair. (Termite wings are the same 
length.) Mating ants fly some distance beyond the nest they have 
left, so that inbreeding is avoided. Mating usually takes place on 
the wing, after which the males die. They may have lived only a 
few days. Males are not designed for a long life; they are little 
more than a sperm bag and their insides are often torn away as 
they penetrate the female. 
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The fertilised queen goes on to found a new colony. She either 
uses an abandoned nest or starts a completely new one. First 
she gets rid of her wings by biting them off, leaving just stubs. 
She seals herself off in a small chamber, then lays just a few 
eggs. When they hatch she feeds the larvae special unfertilised 
eggs. They grow into workers who construct more nest 
chambers and then leave the nest to forage for food for the new 
brood, which the queen produces. And so the colony grows. 

Ant antennae fit into a socket on the head and are composed of 
many jointed segments. The first segment (the scape) is the 
longest, the remaining segments (the funiculus) are much 
shorter. This part can be folded back against the scape at the 
‘elbow’ where the joint is larger and more flexible. The funiculus 
may be of uniform length or end in a club. Male antennae always 
have one more segment than a female’s of the same species. 
Species may often be identified and separated by the number of 
segments in the antennae. Ants clean their antennae with a 
comb (strigil) on their foreleg. 

The antennae are also used in communication. You have 
probably seen workers touching feelers as they pass along an 
ant ‘track’. They can perceive smells with their long and mobile 
antennae and pass on information about odour direction and 
intensity. The track will have been marked out by pheromones 
released from various parts of the ants’ bodies. Ants 
communicate by these chemical messages and by touching and 
stroking each others’ bodies with their antennae and forelegs, as 
well as by sight and picking up vibrations. There are sensory 
receptors in the legs. In some species a young queen will 
stridulate frantically by rubbing together ‘files’ on the abdomen 
and legs to indicate a full sperm sac and allow her to escape 
from predatory males. 

Adults feed exclusively on liquids collected from their prey. It may 
be honeydew collected from aphids or ‘milked’ from butterfly 
larvae within the nest. The solid food you may see ants carrying 
to the nest is destined for the growing ant larvae. Adults that 
remain in the nest, including the queen, are fed fluids that have 
been held in the foraging workers’ crops. In some species this 
fluid is stored in special workers (repletes). These are the 
Honeypot Ants of Central Australia, among others. Some species 
forage only by day, some only at night, some only when it is hot, 
some only in cooler weather. 

Australia has about 15% of the world’s ant species. A few genera 
occur nowhere else. At present we have 1275 described species 
and subspecies of the 15 000 known worldwide. Many of our 
ants remain undescribed and probably undiscovered. 


Ants are among the few animals that modify their environment to 
suit their lifestyle, as inhabitants of an organised colony. There 



may be only a few dozen ants in a colony; a large one will 
contain many hundreds or even thousands. Some species build 
large and elaborate nests that last for decades. A few nest in 
trees. These colonies may be smaller and utilise an existing 
hollow formed by rotting wood, or they may be constructed of 
leaves sewn together (Green Tree Ants) with subsidiary nests 
close by. Nests in the soil may just be a space under a stone or 
they may be large complex structures with many entrances in a 
mound and include specialised covering material. 

One of the commonest local ant nests is that of the Meat Ant 
Iridomyrmex purpureus. You can find its nest in woodland in the 
Brisbane Ranges and the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. The 
surface is covered with ‘gravel’. Iridomyrmex purpureus group of 
species are very aggressive. Individual colonies may adjoin but 
not overlap and standup fights (literally) may take place at their 
boundaries. Lines of workers face each other, standing on the 
tips of their legs and kick each other with their hind legs. They 
can go on like this for hours or even days with few casualties on 
either side. The boundary dispute gets settled, maybe from 
below and life returns to normal. 

In 1990, when Dave King was collecting Meat Ants at the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve for an observation ant nest he set up in 
the Visitor Centre, he found Camponotus ants and Meat Ants 
apparently living in harmony in the same nest. When individuals 
of each species encountered one another, they touched 
antennae. They were certainly using the same tunnels as 
thoroughfares. Campanotus seemed to be confined to the 
perimeter of the nest. They are nocturnal-foraging ants, whereas 
Meat Ants forage by day. Iridomyrmex species may build 
enormous nests with many entrances; soldiers patrol the nest 
and this can significantly reduce the number of species that can 
nest or forage in the area. 

If you go to Augathella in western Queensland you will see a 
giant Meat Ant sculpture in the local park beside the Warrego 
River. Made of steel, copper and brass and 4.5 metres long, it 
sits atop a pole. It is not meant to scare you, but to remind you of 
the former junior football team, known as the Mighty Meat Ants, 
and to provide a focus for local history and tourism. 

Ants can lend themselves to art. Dave King’s ant illustrations 
also prove this. 



Odontomachus ruficeps , Ponerinae. 
Fig. 1 General view. Scale bars = 1mm 


References: 

CSIRO, 2012. Ants Down Under, http://anic.ento.csiro.au/ants. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ant 

King, D. (1991) ‘Indications of possible commensalism between 
ant species’ Geelong Naturalist, Vol. 27, no. 4, 92-93. 

All illustrations by Dave King 
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Additions to the library 


...Lorraine Phelan 


Birds of Prey: Majestic masters of the skies, Paul D Forst, 2008 
[598.9 FRO] 

Birdwatcher: the life of Roger Tory Peterson, Elizabeth 
Rosenthal, 2010 (Donor: C. Morley) [598.092 ROS] 

Capturing flora: 300 years of Australian botanical art, Ballarat Art 
Gallery, 2012 [758.42074 BAL] 

Plants of central Queensland, their identification and uses, Eric 
Anderson, 1993 [581.9943 AND] 


The best of Australian birds, Dave Watts, 1999 [58.0994 WAT] 
The natural art of Louisa Atkinson, Elizabeth Lawson, 1995 
[759.994 LAW] 

Vanishing birds: their natural history and conservation, Tim 
Halliday, 1978 [598.2 HAL] 


Bird observations 
October-November 2012 


...Barry Lingham 


T he lignum swamp on Lake Road Conewarre is located on 
private property. The swamp only fills occasionally, after 
flooding of the Hospital Swamp area. This swamp has produced 
many interesting bird observations in the past few months, the 
most recent being a Wood Sandpiper. This species has been 
recorded at the site in previous years when the swamp has filled. 

The Eastern Koel has a loud ringing call that makes it easy to 
identify. This species was once classified as a vagrant to the 
Geelong area, but it has become a regular spring migrant, in 
small numbers, over the past few years. Another bird that is still 
classified as a vagrant is the Scarlet Honeyeater. They have been 
sighted at the You Yangs recently. They are very rarely seen in 
the Geelong area, with the last GBR record in 1994. Red-capped 
Robins have been seen irregularly in small numbers at the You 
Yangs for many years. It is exciting to note that this lovely bird 
was attempting to nest during November. 

Freckled Duck are the rarest of our non-vagrant ducks, but they 
have been seen in good numbers at Lake Modewarre recently. 
Large numbers of Eurasian Coot and Pink-eared Duck have also 
been noted at the lake. The Superb Parrots seen in Waurn Ponds 
are almost certainly escapee cage birds. Unconfirmed reports of 
Superb Parrots were recorded from the Brisbane Ranges area 


prior to the 1950s, but they are now confined to the Murray 
Riverina zone. 

White-necked Herons seem to be found at nearly every 
freshwater pond in the district lately. They are regularly seen 
hunting in the pond beside the golf course near Jerringot and a 
large number were seen at Lake Gherang. Lake Gherang is a 
swamp located west of Lake Modewarre. 

Banded Stilts have returned to the Moolap Salt Works, as they 
have done for many decades. Recently, the Ridley Corporation 
released plans for a major housing and industrial development at 
the Moolap site. The GFNC has elected to oppose the plans due 
to the detrimental impact that development would have on 
Banded Stilts and the many migratory waders and wetland birds 
that utelise the site. A sub-group is preparing a detailed 
submission, using detailed data recorded from the site by GFNC 
members during the past 40 years. 

Observers: 

AHa, Angus Hartshorn; BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, 
Craig Morley; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; JCrr, 
Jenny Carr; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JN, John Newman; PT, Peter Turner; RGa, 
Rob Ganly; RT, Rosemary Turner; SQ, Stuart Quick; TFI, Tom Fletcher; 
TL, Trevor Lumb. 


Magpie Goose 

4 

24/10/2012 

Moolap. Flying north over Bellarine Hwy, 800 m E of Moolap Station Rd. Landed 
in paddock behind houses to feed on crop. 

TFI 


13+ 

08/11/2012 

Moolap. Flying south over Bellarine Hwy, 800 m E of Moolap Station Rd. 

BL 

Freckled Duck 

3 

28/10/2012 

Connewarre, Lake Rd lignum swamp. 

BL, JN 


70+ 

11/11/2012 

L Modewarre. Large numbers of this scarce species. 

JN 


129 

21/11/2012 

L Modewarre. Good numbers still present. 

TL 

Pink-eared Duck 

1000s 

11/11/2012 

L Modewarre. 

JN 

Chestnut Teal 

c600 

25/10/2012 

Moolap Salt Works, 

TFI 

Hardhead 

50+ 

04/11/2012 

Salt Swamp, L Connewarre. 

JN 

Blue-billed Duck 

1 

10/11/2012 

Serendip. Unusual here. 

GMc 

Great Crested Grebe 

1 

24/10/2012 

Blue Waters Lake. Also on 25/10/12. 

JCrr 


2 

02/11/2012 

Edwards Point WR. 

AHa 

Tawny Frogmouth 

5 

30/10/2012 

Eastern Pk. 2 adults, with imm. and 2 nestlings. 

CMo 


4 

21/11/2012 

You Yangs. Pair with 2 nearly fully grown young near Lower picnic ground. 

JDg 

Australasian Darter 

1 

22/11/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Hospital Swamp Rd. 

TFI 

White-necked Heron 

2 

25/10/2012 

Moolap Saltworks, 

TFI 


2 

4/11/2012 

Jerringot. Pond near Golf course. One with plum colouring breeding plumage. 

DTy 


28 

11/11/2012 

Lake Gherang. 

JN 


1 

12/11/2012 

Connewarre. Lake Rd lignum swamp. 

BL, TFI, GMc 


3+ 

25/11/2012 

Belmont Common. Still present in wetland next to golf course. 

DTy 

Nankeen Night-Heron 

14 

03/11/2012 

Serendip. Included several immature birds. None present on 6/11/12 

JDg, GMc 


15 

10/11/2012 

Serendip. Inc. onejuv. bird. 

GMc, MAT 

Glossy ibis 

1 

22/11/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Hospital Swamp Rd. 

TFI 

Black Kite 

3 

10/11/2012 

Serendip. 

GMc, MAT 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

2 

29/10/2012 

Belmont Common. Nesting in pine close to river walk path. 

CMo, BL 


2 

4/11/2012 

Belmont Common. Barwon River, still nesting in a pine tree near river path. 

DTy 

Grey Goshawk 

1 

14/11/2012 

Wallington, Wallington Rd. In large pines. 

BL 
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Australian Hobby 

2 

30/10/2012 

Eastern Pk, M heard chattering at nest high in pine tree. 

CMo 


2 

25/11/2012 

North Geelong, nesting pair now has 2 young nearly fully grown. 

DTy 

Peregrine Falcon 

1 

11/11/2012 

L Modewarre. 

JN 

Brolga 

3 

11/11/2012 

Lake Gherang. 

JN 

Buff-banded Rail 

1 

09/11/2012 

Highton, Barwon River, downstream of Queens Park Bridge. 

JN 

Baillon's Crake 

1 

25/11/2012 

Jerringot. In front of the bird hide at 0730. 

DTy 

Australian Spotted Crake 

10+ 

12/11/2012 

Connewarre, Lake Rd lignum swamp. Up to 6 in view at one time. 

BL, TFI.GMc 


1 

25/11/2012 

Jerringot. In front of the bird hide at 0730. 

DTy 

Black-tailed Native-hen 

10 

06/11/2012 

Connewarre, Lake Rd lignum swamp. 

TFI 


1 

18/11/2012 

Lara, Forest Rd. At large dam near the You Yangs. 

JN 


2 

22/11/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Hospital Swamp Rd. 

TFI 

Eurasian Coot 

2000+ 

04/11/2012 

Salt Swamp, L Connewarre. Shin deep water right back to the lake. 

JN 


1000s 

11/11/2012 

L Modewarre. 

JN 

Black-winged Stilt 

50+ 

04/11/2012 

Salt Swamp, L Connewarre. 

JN 

Red-necked Avocet 

150 

25/10/2012 

Moolap Salt Works. 

TFI 

Banded Stilt 

c500 

25/10/2012 

Moolap Salt Works. In ponds opposite Alcoa south gate entrance. 

TFI 


400+ 

07/11/2012 

Edwards Pt WR, West Lagoon. With several Black-winged Stilts. 

GMc 


50+ 

11/11/2012 

L Modewarre. Recent arrivals. 

JN 

Hooded Plover 

6 

28/10/2012 

Lake Victoria. Lake level has dropped enough for waders to return. 

AHa 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

20+ 

22/11/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Hospital Swamp Rd. 

TFI 

Australian Painted Snipe 

1 

21/11/2012 

Modewarre. Female seen at small wetland near L Modewarre. 

TL 

Latham's Snipe 

1 

06/11/2012 

Connewarre, Lake Rd lignum swamp. Flushed form SW section. 

TFI 


3 

11/11/2012 

Lake Gherang. 

JN 


1 

13/11/2012 

Ocean Grove. Grassy area on reserve opposite the outfall of Blue Waters Lake. 

BL 


2 

22/11/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Hospital Swamp Rd. 

TFI 


2+ 

25/11/2012 

Jerringot. In reeds west of the bird hide. 

DTy 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

110 

30/10/2012 

Ocean Grove, Barwon Estuary, the spit. With 12 Red Knot 

TFI 

Common Greenshank 

3 

25/10/2012 

Moolap Salt Works. 

TFI 


10 

25/10/2012 

Ocean Grove, Barwon Estuary. 

JCrr 

Wood Sandpiper 

1 

05/11/2012 

Connewarre, Lake Rd lignum swamp. 

TFI, GFI 


P 

12/11/2012 

Connewarre, Lake Rd lignum swamp. 

BL, TFI, GMc 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

120+ 

04/11/2012 

Salt Swamp, L Connewarre. 

JN 

Curlew Sandpiper 

8 

25/10/2012 

Moolap Salt Works, 

TFI 

Whiskered Tern 

100s 

04/11/2012 

Salt Swamp, L Connewarre. 

JN 

Kelp Gull 

2 

12/11/2012 

Barwon Estuary. Adult perched on pylon at river mouth, joined by another adult. 

BL, TFI, GMc 

Superb Parrot 

2 

02/11/2012 

Waurn Ponds, Nichol Drive Nth, near Deakin Uni. Presumed escapees. 

Per BL 

Eastern Koel 

1 

31/10/2012 

Highton, Jewel Place. Heard calling in morning. 

PT, RT 


1 

1/11/2012 

Newtown, Mercer Pde. Heard calling several times; 1300. 

CMo 


1 

2/11/2012 

Newtown, Fairmont Rd. Heard calling briefly; 0700. Also 04/11/2012; 0700. 

CMo 


1 

15/11/2012 

Highton, Bellevue Shopping Centre. Heard calling briefly 1500. 

CMo 


1 

18/11/2012 

Highton, In Moreton Bay Fig in the evening. 

TP 


1 

20/11/2012 

Newtown, Barwon River, Zillah Crawcour Reserve. Flew N. 

CFr 

Southern Boobook 

1 

02/11/2012 

Newtown, Fairmont Rd. Also 07/11/2012 from 2225 to 2235, 2245 to 2250. 

CMo 

Sacred Kingfisher 

4 

24/10/2012 

Great Otway NP, Distillery Ck, Currawong Falls Tk. 

JN 


2 

09/11/2012 

Queens Park, Near Queens Park Bridge 

JN 


2 

15/11/2012 

You Yangs. 

TFI, GMc 

Satin Bowerbird 

4 

24/10/2012 

Great Otway NP, Distillery Ck, Currawong Falls Tk. 

JN 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 

2 

08/11/2012 

Clifton Springs. Nr boat ramp. 

GMc 

Scarlet Honeyeater 

few 

03/11/2012 

You Yangs. Several present in east section. 

Birdline 

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 

1 

06/11/2012 

Anglesea Heath, Bald Hills Rd. 

AHa 

Spotted Quail-thrush 

1 

30/10/2012 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Clarkes Rd. 

JDg 

White-winged Triller 

1 + 

30/10/2012 

Eastern Pk. 

CMo 


1 

06/11/2012 

Batesford, Belcher property. 

SQ 


20+ 

15/11/2012 

You Yangs. 

TFI, GMc 


6+ 

18/11/2012 

You Yangs, East Paddock area. 

JN 

Olive-backed Oriole 

1 

02/11/2012 

Newtown, Fairmont Rd. 

CMo 


4 

18/11/2012 

You Yangs, East Paddock area. 

JN 

Masked Woodswallow 

200e 

30/10/2012 

Eastern Pk. Amongst flocks of White-browed Woodswallows. 

CMo 

White-browed Woodswallow 

13 

25/10/2012 

Moolap Salt Works. Flying low and westerly over the pumphouse. 

TFI 


3300e 

30/10/2012 

Eastern Pk. In waves from 0820 to 1220 moving in NE/E direction to SW/W. 

CMo 


440+ 

06/11/2012 

Newtown, Fairmont Rd. In waves, most moving N, from 0720 to 0755. 

CMo 


P 

12/11/2012 

Connewarre, Lake Rd lignum swamp. A flock heard high overhead. 

BL, TFI, GMc 

Pied Currawong 

4+ 

30/10/2012 

Eastern Pk. Incl.1 adult taking food to nest. 

CMo 

Satin Flycatcher 

2 

05/11/2012 

Great Otway NP, Distillery Ck picnic ground. Male and female. 

AHa 

Restless Flycatcher 

2 

06/11/2012 

Batesford, Belcher property. 

SQ 


2 

06/11/2012 

Batesford, Moorabool River, CoGG reserve. 

SQ 


2 

10/11/2012 

Serendip. 

GMc, MAT 


6 

15/11/2012 

You Yangs. 

TFI, GMc 

Red-capped Robin 

1 

30/10/2012 

You Yangs. 

AHa 


1 

11/11/2012 

You Yangs. 2 separate pairs. One pair nesting 

AHa 

Rufous Songlark 

1 

18/11/2012 

You Yangs, East Paddock area. 

JN 

Brown Songlark 

4+ 

11/11/2012 

L Modewarre. 

JN 

Diamond Firetail 

1 

30/10/2012 

You Yangs. 

AHa 


5 

15/11/2012 

You Yangs. 

TFI, GMc 
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GFNC excursion 
Saturday 19 January 2013 

Balyang Sanctuary 
Birds and Barwon River Ramble 
Leader: Barry Lingham 

The GFNC are inviting members of the public to attend this 
outing to allow people the opportunity to learn more about the 
birds and wildlife found in Geelong. We will ask GFNC 
members participating in this activity to assist in showing off 
the delights of Balyang Sanctuary and the Barwon River. 
Members of the City of Greater Geelong Environmental 
Planning & Waterways will join us to help educate the public 
about the problems caused by dumping farmyard ducks at local 
wetlands and feeding ducks at parks. 

Meet: 8.45 a.m. at the Balyang Sanctuary carpark at the end of 
Marnock Rd, off Shannon Avenue. The activity will finish 
at midday. 

Bring: Drinks, morning tea, snacks, field guides. Wet weather 
gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, Telescopes are handy. 

Contact: Barry Lingham 5255 4291 


Summer camp 
Mt Buller 

1-4 February 2013 

GFNC is to explore the alpine pastures again this summer. In 
the recent past we have been to Mt Baw Baw, Hotham, Falls 
Creek and Mt Buffalo. This time we are going to Mt Buller, ‘an 
easy three-hour drive from Melbourne, with spectacular views, 
and cool summer air’. We will utilise the walking tracks at Mt 
Buller and Mt Stirling to provide an insight into the natural 
environment. 

A ski lodge in Mt Buller village has been booked for the 
weekend. 

Cost is $25 a night ($75) for each person (arrive Friday, depart 
Monday). Campers do their own cooking in the kitchen at the 
lodge. 

Contact Joan Korn or Lorraine Phelan to book a room at the 
lodge and receive an information package of maps, time of 
arrival and other requirements etc. 

Joan: joankorn@pipeline.com.au Ph. 5243 4405 
Lorraine: lphelan@bigpond.com.au Ph. 5243 0636 


Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Thursday 24 January 2013 
Balyang Sanctuary 
Leader: Craig Morley 

This sanctuary, in suburban Geelong, is a wonderful place to 
while away a relaxing January morning of birding. There may 
well be a good variety of species present and some breeding 
activity. 

Meet: 9.00 a.m. Main car park, near picnic area at the 

end of Marnock Rd. (Melway Ed. 32 map 452 F8). 

Craig will be waiting here. NB: as this is a central 
venue no car-pooling arrangements have been 
made though please feel free to make your own. 
Bring: Morning tea, drinks etc. You may wish to stay on 

for a chat and more time together so please bring 
your lunch. Sunscreen, insect repellent, hat, 
folding chair and the usual items you might need 
for a birding trip. 

Finish: approximately 12.30 p.m. or later if we stay on for 

lunch. 

Enquiries: Craig 5221 4604 

As of the time of preparation of this piece there is still a 
wonderful opportunity for someone to take a very important 
‘but not onerous’ role within the club to convene our Bird Group 
excursions. If you think that person is you or you would like 
further details please check with Craig. 

And please come along with suggestions of leaders and 
venues for Bird Group excursions in February, March, April, 

May etc. 


GFNC excursion 
Mt Rothwell 

Saturday 16 February 2013 

Following the popular bird excursion to Mt Rothwell in 
September we will be going there for an evening visit in 
February, commencing 7.30 p.m. on the Saturday evening. 

Cost $25 

More details in the February Geelong Naturalist. 


Mailing roster 

December: Polly cutcliffe 
February: Jan Venters 
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Bruce Lindsay 

0439 035 277 

Vice-President 

Vacant 


Immediate Past President 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

Secretary 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

Treasurer 

Peter Turner 

5241 2654 

Minute Secretary 

Vacant 
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John Bell 
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Lorraine Phelan 
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Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 

Deborah Evans 5243 8687 

Craig Morley 5221 4604 

Valda Dedman 5243 2374 

Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 

Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 


lingham@tpg.com.au 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

craigmorley5@bigpond.com 

dedmanv@iprimus.com.au 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

ppescott@optusnet.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST 

Belmont Escarpment Group 
Bird Group 
Conservation Group 
Editor 
Sub-editor 
Geelong Bird Report 
Jerringot Group 
Librarian 

Fauna Survey Group 
Membership Officer 
Plant Group 
Web-master 
Eco Book Group 
General Meeting Minutes 


Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Dean Hewish 

Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Yvonne Campbell 52225887 


-2013 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

presturner@ozemail.com.au 


solea1@bigpond.com 

lingham@tpg.com.au 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

T racey. Hinton@gmail.com 


lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

sscope@optusnet.com.au 


Coming events 


DECEMBER 2012 

FEBRUARY 2013 

2 

Challenge Bird Count (Bellarine) 

5 

General Meeting 

4 

General Meeting: Members Night/Supper 

12 

Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 



16 

Excursion (Saturday evening): Mt Rothwell 

JANUARY 2013 

21 

Bird Group: Meeting 

TBA 

Summer Wader Count 

28 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

17 

Bird Group: Meeting 



19 

Saturdav Vz Dav Excursion: Balvana Sanctuarv and 
Barwon River (public event) 



24 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Balyang Sanctuary. 
Leader: Craig Morley 




The closina date for the next maaazine will be Monday evenina 28 January 2013. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning— 


to the Editor Lorraine Phelan: lphelan@bigpond.com.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern 
Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 
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